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Canada’s BluePrintForLife honored as a top finalist in the worlds most prestigious award for outreach through the arts.
It’s quite an honor for us to be a finalist as no group from Canada or the USA has ever made it this far.  There are a few thousand applicants every year.
 

Our work will be profiled in a magazine and an international traveling museum exhibit that celebrates the great work many groups are doing around the world utilizing the arts for healing and social and political change.

The awards ceremony for “Freedom to Create” is in Cairo Egypt at the end of this month where the winners will be announced.  http://www.freedomtocreate.com/Prize-2010-Entries.asp
 

Stephen Leafloor aka Buddha  - “ I'm very proud of my BluePrintForLife team and the positive light this will also shine on the resilient youth of Canada's North!  Not only are the facilitators of BluePrintForLife some of Canada’s top dancers, but they are inspiring human beings, that are able to profoundly motivate youth in not giving up on life while believing in themselves and their culture”. 

BluePrintForLife ( www.BluePrintForLife.ca) ) offers dynamic, culturally appropriate programs designed for First Nations and Inuit youth that are founded on HipHop, rooted in traditional culture, and centered around community needs. 

The “Social Work through Hiphop” program consists of an intensive 5 day workshop that becomes the school curriculum for the entire week in remote arctic communities and in Canada’s inner cities. HipHop is used as a powerful engagement tool to deal with complex issues such as family violence, sexual abuse, anger management, and suicide.  Exploring the positive elements of Hiphop becomes a survival toolkit for youth while celebrating traditional culture and leadership as a voice through it.
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The approach is appealing to youth, and community focused.

“Social Work Through HipHop” has presently impacted approximately 3000 youth in over 40 projects carried out in First Nations and Inuit communities.  The demand for the program is immense and the benefit is not only heard in the voices of the youth themselves, but from elders, teachers, law enforcement agencies, government officials, public health and social workers.  Eight documentaries have been produced on the projects and shown on national television and at film 
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festivals.  Blueprint’s work has also been a featured story in Readers Digest.

The work has also been recognized by the former Governor General of Canada as compelling and important, often talked about in her speeches.  

Its founder Stephen Leafloor has a Masters in Social Work (MSW degree) and over 25 years experience as a social worker in the areas of probation, wilderness programs, street work with youth at risk, residential group homes, child protection and community outreach. Stephen has also been an active participant in the Hiphop culture as a dancer since 1982 and completed his master’s thesis on this culture and its importance for educators and social workers in 1986.
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Stephen has been a guest lecturer at many universities and is often a keynote speaker at conferences, including a number of international United Nations youth conferences. He has also trained Cirque Du Soleil’s cast members, consulted for new show creation, and trained its social outreach workers.

On the performance side of things, Stephen (Buddha ) Leafloor is the founder of the Canadian Floor Masters  (Canada’s oldest bboy crew celebrating 27 years of Canadian history.)

He has performed for James Brown, Rapper IceT,  Grandmaster Flash, Blackeyed Peas, and George Clinton. His dancing has been featured on Much Music, in assorted music videos and in a number of documentaries. He has also performed privately for the Kirov Ballet of Russia and opened for La La La Human Steps .

He turned 51 the summer of 2010 and is a proud father of three- but he still actively gets down in the Cypher.
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Buddha and Frost from BluePrint teach the former

Governor General of Canada how to dance at the Global Youth Assembly
For interviews and more information contact  Steve@BluePrintForLife.ca
613 592 2220
Bridging generations with Elder DJ’s








